Draft Letter to Premier and MPs – Save VicHealth
[THE TEXT HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW IS A GUIDE FOR SUGGESTED ADDITIONS AND FOR TAILORING THE EMAIL - PLEASE DELETE BEFORE SENDING].
Dear [Premier or MP Name],
Keep VicHealth independent and strong 
I am writing to urge you to keep VicHealth as an independent agency and abandon plans to move it to the Department of Health.  
As the world’s first health promotion foundation, VicHealth has been instrumental in major reforms and initiatives, including the Quit and SunSmart programs, the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program, the This Girl Can Program to support Victorian women and girls to be active, and the first Victorian breast screening and cervical screening programs. 
[INCUDE A PARAGRAPH HERE ON WHY THIS MATTERS TO YOU OR YOUR ORGANISATION AND THE PARTNERSHIPS OR WORK YOU HAVE DONE WITH VICHEALTH]
VicHealth also has strong connections with communities across Victoria and it is these trusted relationships that make their place-based approaches and partnerships so effective throughout Victoria, including in Ballarat, Bendigo, Shepparton, Warrnambool, Horsham, Mildura and Wodonga. [PLEASE MAKE THIS SPECIFIC TO YOUR LOCAL AREA IF THIS IS AN EMAIL TO A LOCAL MEMBER]
VicHealth is effective because of its independence, its prevention-focused mandate, and its ability to partner directly with communities, researchers, and the health promotion workforce. Moving VicHealth into the Department of Health will almost certainly erode that critical independence, disrupt longstanding community partnerships and will make prevention efforts invisible within a Department whose key responsibility is hospitals and health service delivery.  
The Productivity Commission has called for more investment in prevention — not less. The pressures of chronic disease, mental ill health and growing inequities make VicHealth’s evidence-based, community-led health promotion more important than ever.
This decision affects every Victorian. I respectfully ask you to support keeping VicHealth as an independent, fully funded health promotion agency. 
Sincerely,
[Name]
